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INTRODUCTION

“My house will
be
a house
of
for
all nations.”

called
prayer

- ISAIAH 56:7 (NIV)
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on His people, but we have an obligation to in turn,
pour out that blessing on others.
As an organization committed to reaching the 1900
largest unreached people groups with the Gospel,
Reach Beyond must include refugee outreach in
our ministry strategy. Many of the people groups
represented among the refugees are unreached
people that we would not be able to reach in their

We are currently living through an unprecedented
refugee crisis. According to the United Nations
Refugee Agency, UNHCR, there are more than
70.8 million forcibly displaced people in the world
today – the largest numbers seen in recorded
history. Numbers like this feel unreal. It is hard to
comprehend. In North America, it feels distant.
We see the images on the news, but does our heart
break for the suffering we see, or are we immune
to it? When we see images — of the family fleeing
their war-torn country with just the shirts on their
back, of the mother clinging to her lifeless child at
a border, of the crowded, unsanitary conditions in
a refugee camp — we may ask God how He can
allow such injustice and devastation to happen. But
do we hear Him asking us how we might respond?

home country, due to security and access. The

As a church, we are called to love one another.
Throughout the Old Testament, God instructs His
people to care for the poor, the needy and the
stranger among them. At times, His people are
hosting strangers, and at other times, His people
are the strangers fleeing famine, violence and
persecution. Even Mary and Joseph had to flee
to Egypt after Jesus’ birth. God performs miracles
throughout the Bible to make His name great
among the nations, and He instructs His people on
how they are to receive the nations when they
come to worship Him. God pours out His blessing

50 days between Easter and Pentecost Sunday,

reasons for why they had to flee their home, and
the conditions of the refugee camps many now find
themselves in, are horrible. But, as Joseph reminds
us in Genesis 50:20, “you intended to harm me,
but God intended it for good to accomplish what
is now being done, the saving of many lives.” God
is bringing people groups to us, and we have an
opportunity to turn an evil situation into good, to
bring spiritual, emotional and physical healing to
a hurting people.
Through this prayer guide, we invite you to join us
over the next 50 days to intentionally pray for the
unreached peoples among the refugees. Why 50
days? This guide was originally published for the
but it is just as relevant any time of the year. We
chose this time when Jesus finished what He
came to accomplish, conquered sin and death and
rose again. It is when He came to His disciples to
explain everything one more time and asked them
to wait in prayer for the gift that was to come, the
Holy Spirit. It is when He gave one last command,
to go and make disciples of all peoples. It is the
unleashing of the church, and a time for us to
remember what God has also called us to do.
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OF REFUGEES
WERE ABLE TO
RETURN TO THEIR
HOME COUNTRY

52

%

O F THE R E FU GEE
P O P ULATION A RE
C HILD REN

138,600 are
unaccompanied or
separated children

*Statistics provided by the UNHCR 2018 Global Trends Report
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DEFINITIONS
WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A DISPLACED PERSON, A REFUGEE,
AN INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSON, A MIGRANT, A STATELESS PERSON
AND AN ASYLUM SEEKER? AS WE FOLLOW THIS PRAYER GUIDE, IT IS
IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND THE DIFFERENCES AND TO CONFRONT ANY
MISCONCEPTIONS OR PREJUDICES ABOUT THE DIFFERENT GROUPS.
DISPLACED PERSON: A displaced person is someone who has had to leave their home because of war,

persecution or natural disaster. There are two types: refugees (and asylum seekers) and internally
displaced people. There are currently 70.8 million people forcibly displaced worldwide.
REFUGEE: Refugees are people who have fled war, violence, conflict or persecution and have crossed

an international border to find safety in another country. They must leave their own country for their own
safety. They have been persecuted based on race, religion, nationality or political beliefs. Refugees are
defined and protected by international law, the 1951 Refugee Convention and the 1967 Protocol. The
UNHCR helps place refugees in countries, ensuring their rights as refugees are respected and protected.
There are more than 25.9 million refugees worldwide, and 84% are hosted by developing nations.
ASYLUM SEEKER: An asylum seeker is someone who claims to be a refugee, but whose claim hasn’t yet

been evaluated or proven. They have applied for asylum on the grounds that returning to their country
would lead to persecution on account of race, religion, nationality or political beliefs. Every refugee starts
as an asylum seeker, but they remain an asylum seeker, not a refugee, as long as their application is
pending. In some countries, it could take decades for this process. The right to seek asylum is a legal
right, but during the process, asylum seekers do not have the same rights as refugees. They may be
denied benefits, and they often cannot work. There are more than 3.5 million asylum seekers worldwide.
INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSON: An internally displaced person (IDP) is someone who has been forced

to flee their home but hasn’t crossed an international border. They seek safety wherever they can find
it. Unlike refugees, IDPs are not protected by international law or eligible to receive many types of aid
because they are legally under the protection of their own government. There are more than 41.3 million
people internally displaced around the world today.
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“For I was hungry and you gave
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink,
I was a stranger and you welcomed me,”
- MATTHEW 25:35 (ESV)

MIGRANT: Migrants choose to move, not because of a direct threat or persecution, but mainly to improve

their lives. Reasons can include poverty, natural disasters, drought or famine, reuniting with family or
work or education opportunities. Unlike refugees, migrants can safely return home if they wish. They
go through a country’s immigration system, rather than through the asylum process that refugees go
through. Migrants and Immigrants are the same thing.
STATELESS PEOPLE: A stateless person is someone who is not a citizen of any country. Citizenship is the

legal bond between a government and an individual, and it allows for certain political, economic, social
and other rights of the individual. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights says that “Everyone has
the right to a nationality.” The Rohingya are an example of a refugee population who are stateless; they
have been denied citizenship by their home country. Not all stateless people are refugees, and not all
refugees are stateless. Currently, 3.9 million people are counted as stateless, but there are thought to be
millions more.
REFUGEE CAMP: A refugee camp is intended as a temporary settlement to receive refugees and people

in refugee-like situations. They usually accommodate displaced people who have fled their home
country in large numbers, but sometimes there are refugee camps in-country for internally displaced
people. Because it is meant to be temporary, most refugees in camps are unable to work, and children
do not have access to education. Conditions can be hard in a camp, including food and water shortages,
unsanitary conditions, disease outbreaks, hopelessness and violence. More than 2.6 million refugees
live in camps, with millions more living in surrounding urban areas and informal dwellings.
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receive

“But you will
power when the
has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.”

Holy Spirit
- ACTS 1:8 (ESV)

WEEK 1:

HIS TIMING
BY: STEVE HARLING

As we stood in the ancient room in Jerusalem, our tour
guide announced that this was “the place where the
Church started.” No one knows for sure, but there’s good
reason to believe that we were standing on the very spot
where the Holy Spirit was poured out on Pentecost and
the Church was born.
As we prayed in that room, I imagined the sound of the
rushing wind, the sight of the tongues of fire and the
wild babble of voices shouting out the Good News of the
Resurrection in unknown languages. Whatever happened
in that room decisively and categorically transformed the
course of human history!
Our Reach Beyond team was in Israel to plan and pray
about God’s vision for the future of Reach Beyond.
Just that morning, we’d dreamed about our role in the
expansion of Christ’s Church. Here we were…right
where it all began.
I didn’t grow up in a church that celebrated Pentecost.
Even though I attended Bible College and Seminary,
it took me a while to appreciate the significance
of Pentecost.
In the era of the Old Testament, the feast of Pentecost
was celebrated 50 days after Passover. It was a harvest
feast, where the people of God offered to the Lord the
first-fruits of their grain. Among other rituals, they were
commanded to wave before the Lord two loaves of wheat
bread (Lev.23:15-21).

In the New Testament era, those two loaves came to
represent the union of God’s people, both Jews and
Gentiles, worshipping the God of Abraham: one Church
composed of two peoples.
On the Passover, Jesus offered up His life for us on the
cross. Three days later, He rose from the grave and
purchased our redemption. Fifty days after Passover, the
Church received the first-fruits of her heritage: The Holy
Spirit, who binds us together as one.
Between Passover and Pentecost, a lot happens!
Do you remember what Jesus said to His disciples
after He rose from the grave? He said, “Do not leave
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which
you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with
water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit” (Acts 1:4).
Between Passover and Pentecost, we WAIT. Waiting
implies praying, reflecting and seeking the Father. What
are you “waiting for” today? What are you seeking from
the Father? Give thanks for the gift of His Spirit and for the
gift of His Church.

|
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PRAY FOR THE GLOBAL CRISIS
More than 70.8 million people in the world today are displaced, the highest numbers since World
War II. Whether it is due to war, natural disaster, persecution or poverty, families are having to flee,
sometimes with just the clothing on their backs. Every continent, except Antarctica, is a host to a
refugee population. Most refugees will not be able to return home. In the midst of the refugee crisis,
the church must be in prayer, both for the people affected and for our response.
MONDAY | Pray that God would give
us His heart for refugees. Pray that
we would see them the way He sees
them: as made in His image. Pray that
God would break down any prejudices
or fears that would get in the way of
us serving and loving all people.
TUESDAY | Pray for the children
whose childhoods are robbed and
educations are disrupted because
they had to flee their home. Pray for
children to remain connected with
their parents and siblings, physically,
emotionally and relationally. Pray that
these children receive healing for the
trauma they have experienced. Pray
that God would give them childlike joy
and wonder and curiosity even in the
midst of instability.
WEDNESDAY | Pray for the mental
health of refugees. Overall, refugees
and asylum seekers are 5x more
likely than the general population
to experience poor mental health,
including higher rates of depression,
post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety
disorders and suicidal thoughts.
However, they are less likely to
receive support and treatment.
Pray for emotional healing. Pray
for increased access to counseling
services, both in refugee camps and
once they are resettled. Pray that they
would come to know the hope that
can only be found in Jesus.

THURSDAY | Pray for the underlying
political, religious, and economic
forces that drive people to flee their
homes. Pray that the evil principalities
and powers would be toppled from
each of these regions and that the
power of Christ will bring in justice,
truth and peace. Pray for the leaders
who are persecuting various people
groups, that their hearts would be
radically changed and they would
be “Sauls turned into Pauls” in
their region.
FRIDAY | Pray for God’s wisdom,
leading and timing for potential
partnerships and projects Reach
Beyond can become involved with
to be the hands of Jesus among
refugees. Pray for continued insight
in how to use our radio broadcasts
to also share the voice of Jesus with
refugees throughout the world.
SATURDAY | Pray for improvements
to the infrastructure of refugee camps.
Although they are built as temporary
living structures, some camps may
host families for generations. The
average stay in a refugee camp is
17 years, but most camps do not

have adequate shelter, water, food
and medicine. Pray for improvements
to the camps, but pray also that the
expected stay in a camp would be
shortened, and refugees would be
able to move on to a more permanent situation.
SUNDAY | Pray that God would bring
Christian witnesses to love refugees,
both at home and abroad. Pray that
through these encounters, nations
would come to know Christ. Pray
that new believers would have the
opportunity to return home and
help spread the Gospel amongst
their people.

2

every
seconds
A NEW
PERSON BECOMES
DISPLACED
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glory

“Declare his
among the nations, his
marvelous deeds among all peoples.”
- PSALM 96:3 (NIV)

WEEK 2:

HIS GLORY
BY: GARY ROEDDING

When my daughters were young, the question, “Why?”
was often a part of our conversation. Anyone with young
children or grandchildren can certainly relate. However,
as we consider the unreached – whether talking about the
10/40 window or the 2% or the 1900 – I think why is a
valid question.
The western evangelical church has been at this a long
time. Jesus gave the Great Commission more than two
thousand years ago. The modern mission movement
launched in the 1790’s and Reach Beyond/HCJB began in
1931. Why keep going? Why be concerned with those who
haven’t yet heard the Gospel of Jesus?
There are many valid reasons to continue pursuing world
evangelism. The Bible tells us there is only one name
by which people can be saved, so without the message
of Christ there is no hope for people to know God’s gift
of eternal life. Jesus commanded us to go and make
disciples, and Paul encourages us to be witnesses, setting
a personal example of taking the message of life into new
areas and to new peoples.
As followers of Christ, we have been entrusted with hope
and a message of Good News, and it would be selfish to
keep it to ourselves. But although all these reasons are
true, good and important, they are not the ultimate reason
to “be my witnesses… to the ends of the earth.”
The ultimate reason and goal for missions is the
declaration of the glory of God by reconciled believers of
Jesus Christ throughout the world.

52%

From the call of Abraham in Genesis to the amazing scene
before God’s throne in Revelation, God’s desire is for his
name to be exalted universally. Psalm 96:2-3 (NIV) states,
“Sing to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation
day after day. Declare his glory among the nations, his
marvelous deeds among all peoples.” The focus is God:
His name, His salvation, His glory, His deeds.
John Piper, in his book, Let the Nations Be Glad, writes,
“Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship
is. Missions exists because worship doesn’t. Worship is
ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not man.
When this age is over, and the countless millions of the
redeemed fall on their faces before the throne of God,
missions will be no more. It is a temporary necessity. But
worship abides forever.”
The picture we are given in Revelation 7 is a scene
of worshippers “from every nation, tribe, people and
language” declaring the glory of God and the Lamb.
The motivation for our mission isn’t church growth. The
motivation for mission is to see God glorified and His
name exalted.
By His grace and for His glory alone, we are worshippers
and have a part in His plan to fill heaven with worshippers.
Why do we want to reach the unreached? To proclaim His
salvation and declare His glory among the nations until the
whole earth is filled with redeemed worshippers of the one
true God.

OF THE REFUGEE POPULATION ARE

children

138,600 are unaccompanied or
separated children
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PRAY FOR REFUGEES IN AFRICA
Sub-Saharan Africa hosts more than 26 percent of the world’s refugee population, with most fleeing
conflict in South Sudan and Somalia. Seven of the top ten largest refugee camps can be found in
Africa, including in Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, South Sudan and Ethiopia. Because many refugees travel
by foot, it’s not surprising that more than 84% of refugees are hosted by the developing countries
nearby. This puts enormous pressure on already fragile water and health care systems. As the western
church, we have a duty to help these countries carry that burden.
MONDAY | Pray for peace in Africa.
War in Somalia and South Sudan has
led to millions being displaced. Many
flee to neighboring countries in Africa,
putting a strain on developing nations
already dealing with poverty, drought,
natural disasters and instability.
Pray that God would bring peace to
Somalia and South Sudan and that
refugees would be able to return
home. Pray that God’s light would
shine among the refugee camps and
that many would come to place their
trust in Christ.
TUESDAY | Pray for healing and
rebuilding after Cyclone Idai
left devastation and flooding in
Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Malawi.
Refugees who had fled violence in
their home country to settle in these
Southern African countries are now
left with nothing. Zimbabwe alone
hosts more than 20,000 refugees.
Pray for the people in the Tongogara
camp in Zimbabwe, where more
than 2,000 refugee houses were
damaged or destroyed, and more
than 600 latrines have collapsed.
Pray for the surrounding communities,
many of which have been completely
destroyed. Pray for the Church to
show up to love the people of Africa.

WEDNESDAY | Pray for wisdom
as neighboring nations welcome
in refugees. Although they keep
borders open, they aren’t always
able to provide for the basic needs
of refugee communities. Currently,
many displaced people are left without
necessary protection and support.
They cannot access basic public
services like health and education,
and they are not allowed to work.
Pray that resources and opportunities
would open up, and that the host
countries would be able to meet all
the needs flooding their nations.
THURSDAY | Pray for clean water,
sanitation and public health in the
refugee camps in Africa. Under
international humanitarian standards,
refugees should receive a minimum
of 15 litres of clean water per person
per day in an emergency, or 20 litres
in older refugee camps. In order to
accomplish this, sometimes water
needs to be brought in by truck, or
new wells need to be dug. Pray that
the water needs of refugees would
be met, but that they would also
come to understand the source of
Living Water.

FRIDAY | Pray for the safety of
women living in refugee camps.
Women are more susceptible to
physical attack and sexual violence.
Pray that they would be protected
and made to feel safe. Pray that the
worth and dignity of women would
be recognized and that they would
receive fair access to food, resources
and treatment.
SATURDAY | Pray for South Sudan.
The world’s youngest nation, South
Sudan is facing a humanitarian crisis.
The country faces ongoing conflicts
with Sudan. More than 4 million South
Sudanese have fled their homes. Half
the population suffers from hunger.
Pray for healing and stability in South
Sudan. Pray for wisdom for leadership
and peace with Sudan.
SUNDAY | Praise God for examples of
political change and reconciliation that
have happened in places like Rwanda
and South Africa. Pray that this type
of national transformation would
happen in South Sudan and Somalia.
Pray for people to remove corrupt
and evil regimes, to bring justice to
perpetrators, and to bring hope and
healing to the communities so that
people can return to their homes.
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WEEK 3:

HIS INSTRUCTIONS
BY: STEVE HARLING

The doctor in the refugee camp was at the end of his rope.
That day, he’d lost five more Eritrean children. Earlier that
morning, the three trucks carrying food and medicine for
the refugees had been hijacked by rebels a few miles
from camp. Dr. Tesfi was completely disillusioned and
disheartened. I felt like I was picking him up off the floor.
He hadn’t wanted the assignment. Thinking that it was
for a brief interim, Dr. Tesfi had agreed to take the
assignment. The weeks had grown into months. No end
was in sight. As we talked late into the evening, Dr. Tesfi
confessed that he’d had enough. He had no more to give.
He was quitting. I pled with him to stay on the job. “You’ve
got to keep going. These people have nothing without
you.” The conversation quickly stopped when he looked
me in the eye and said: “Ok, if you really want to save
these people, why don’t you move into this camp?” His
words were biting.
As I drove away from the camp early the next morning,
I couldn’t get Dr. Tesfi’s words out of my mind. I was pretty
sure that God hadn’t called me to live in the camps…
but what exactly did God want from me?
Dr. Tesfi got me to thinking a lot about God’s heart for the
refugee. In fact, my experience in that camp motivated
me to write a seminary thesis on what the Scripture says
about refugees.

love

“You shall
the
[the stranger] as
yourself, for you were

strangers in the
land of Egypt.”
- LEVITICUS 19:34 (ESV)

The Bible is loaded with commands on how God’s people
are to relate to refugees (or aliens). Check these out:
“When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do
not mistreat them. The foreigner residing among you
must be treated as your native-born. Love them as
yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt.”
- Leviticus 19:33-34 (NIV)
“When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap
to the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings
of your harvest. Do not go over your vineyard a second
time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them
for the poor and the foreigner.”
- Leviticus 19:9-10 (NIV)
“‘I will come and put you on trial. I will be quick to
testify against sorcerers, adulterers, and perjurers,
against those who defraud laborers of their wages,
who oppress widows and the fatherless, and deprive
foreigners among you of justice, but do not fear me,’
says the Lord Almighty.”
– Malachi 3:5 (NIV)
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was
a stranger and you invited me in”
– Matthew 25:35 (NIV)
Every day 37,000 people are forced to flee from their
homes. These are real people with real needs. They
matter to God. Do they matter to us? Let’s ask God to
give us His heart for the refugee. Let’s not succumb
to fear, self-protectionism or nationalism. Let’s reach
beyond to serve these souls that are dearly loved by
our Heavenly Father.

|
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PRAY FOR REFUGEES IN ASIA PACIFIC
There are more than 7.7 million refugees throughout Asia and the Pacific, mostly coming from
Afghanistan and Myanmar. Included in these numbers are the Rohingya. Denied citizenship by their
home country in Myanmar, more than 1 million Rohingya fled intense violence and persecution, most
going to neighboring Bangladesh. They live in temporary tarp-covered camps, built into the hillside
above already overcrowded areas of Bangladesh. The people have no state and no hope. Over the
past couple of years, Reach Beyond has worked with a partner on the ground to provide help where
we can. We helped build a much-needed medical clinic, and sent teams to serve, addressing physical
and emotional wounds. It is an open door to be the hands and feet of Jesus, but it is for a limited
time.
MONDAY | Pray for peace in
Myanmar. Pray that the leaders would
recognize and value the Rohingya
and other minority people groups
who currently are being persecuted
by military and government powers.
Pray that the power of reconciliation
and transformation can happen in
Myranmar, like it did in places like
Rwanda and South Africa.
TUESDAY | Pray that the Rohingya
would be recognized again through
citizenship and that they would
safely be able to return home. Pray
for complete healing, physically,
emotionally and spiritually. Pray for
hope in what feels like a hopeless
situation.
WEDNESDAY | Pray for the refugee
clinic that Reach Beyond helped
build in Bangladesh to serve the
Rohingya. Pray for continued funding
for the operation of the clinic, as well
as the medicine and supplies freely
given away to those who need it.
Pray for endurance for our partner
on the ground, and support through
visiting medical teams. Pray that God
would give the staff and volunteers
compassion, strength and wisdom as
they address physical and emotional
wounds of the people.

THURSDAY | Pray that the new
shortwave radio broadcasts in the
Rohingya language would encourage
the Rohingya people. Pray that they
would find the station, and that the
programming would make an eternal
impact, giving them a new hope.
FRIDAY | Pray for the children who
are being born in refugee camps,
without a home or citizenship. Pray
for the health of both mothers and
babies, despite living in cramped,
unsanitary conditions.

SUNDAY | Pray for the people of
Bangladesh, who have opened their
doors to host more than 1 million
Rohingya refugees. Already one of
the most populated countries in the
world, Bangladesh has limited land
and resources. Pray that they would
continue to have compassion on the
Rohingya and not grow frustrated with
the burden of hosting the camps.

SATURDAY | Pray for the hopelessness and boredom that exists in the
refugee camps, as the Rohingya
are unable to work or attend school.
Pray for their self-worth and for
opportunities to feel active and useful.

41.3
million

INTERNALLY DISPLACED
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WEEK 4:

HIS PROMPTING
BY: MARTIN HARRISON

The story of Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8 has
always aroused my curiosity. As a missionary traveling to
many corners of the earth, I sometimes wish I could be
transported in an instant just like Philip was – it would be
much cheaper than flying, and no more jet-lag, either! But
seriously, what I’m curious about is not so much Philip’s
transport arrangements; rather, the fact that God had, in
many ways, brought the Ethiopian to him. This eunuch
guy had traveled pretty far, all the way from Ethiopia, to
worship God in Jerusalem. Now he was making the long
journey home, passing through an area familiar to Philip.
God prompts Philip to head south just a short distance to
intercept him, hang out with him and help him understand
some really good news about Jesus. Talk about God’s
prompting and divine timing!
This, in many ways, echoes the way God is prompting
Christians to respond to the current refugee crisis in
Europe. Refugees are making long and perilous journeys,
arriving in Europe from war-torn and troubled countries
in the Middle-East – places that Christians can’t easily
go right now. God is bringing people from unreached and
difficult places to us! He is bringing them literally to our
doorstep! So how should we respond to this? Do we close
our doors? Do we keep them at arm’s length and fear
them? Do we hope they and the whole refugee ‘problem’
just goes away?
Or, do we need to metaphorically make that short journey
like Philip did and actually “go over to that chariot and stay
near it.” Rather than being obedient to fear-filled media
reports and, perhaps, our own inner voices of prejudice,
we need to be obedient to the voice of the Holy Spirit! To
heed His voice and go and be among the refugees and
to stay near them. What does this mean in practice? It
means we have to step out of our comfort zones and

understand their refugee realities. It means we go and
meet them in their time of need, and as we do so, we get
to share the Good News about Jesus.
I experienced this recently in Lesbos, Greece, when God
prompted me and four others to go to the Moria camp
and see how we could help. We didn’t have an agenda
or strategy for going. I just had an incredible sense that
God wanted us there. Traveling to Greece from England
is an easy flight. It doesn’t require any special visas or
paperwork. We were able to sign up with a partner on the
ground, volunteer and talk to people. We were able to love
people and understand some of their needs. We learned
that many of the women in the camp are afraid to use the
toilet in the evening. They were being attacked, and even
raped. So, instead, they would go to bed wearing a diaper.
The fact that I wanted to hear about their stories and their
needs was so touching to them. We now have an idea of
how we can help them in practical ways, and the door has
been opened to do more.
What about you? In your specific situation, what does it
look like to “go over to that chariot and stay near it?” Who
might God be calling you to make that relatively easy or
short journey towards? It doesn’t have to be going all the
way to Greece. Maybe there is an opportunity closer. Pray
that God would lead you this week towards someone He
may already divinely be bringing close to you, so you can
share the Good News!
Or do you feel there are places you can’t go to share the
Good News? Perhaps because of poor health, inner fears,
or some other barrier? These don’t have to stop you!
Reach out to the God who reaches beyond borders. Pray
that he breaks down those borders and barriers, opens the
doors, and brings that specific person or those people to
you. Because when we can’t go, He will bring!

understand

“So Philip … asked, ‘Do you
what you are reading?’ And he said,
’How can I, unless
guides me?’”

someone

- ACTS 8:30-31 (ESV)
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OF REFUGEES WERE ABLE TO
RETURN TO THEIR HOME COUNTRY

PRAY FOR REFUGEES IN EUROPE
As conflict continues in Syria and Afghanistan, refugees continue to flood the borders of Europe,
looking for a better life. Spain hosts the most refugees, but it is the situation in Greece that has
recently captured the media attention. A country already dealing with high unemployment and
inflation, Greece is now seeing a large influx in refugees, especially from Turkey. Moria camp on the
island of Lesbos has been called hell on earth. Built to host 3,100 refugees, it has hosted as many
as 14,000 at one time. Thousands are unaccompanied minors. The camp is a temporary purgatory
between the war-torn home they fled and the future they cannot yet access. And it is just one of many
camps throughout Europe.
MONDAY | Pray for improved
conditions in the Moria camp in
Lesbos, Greece. Refugees face
unsanitary conditions, food and
medical shortages, and violence.
Pray that the physical needs of the
refugees would be met above and
beyond what they could ask. Pray
for physical, emotional and spiritual
healing.
TUESDAY | Pray for peace among
the different people groups that are
seeking refuge in Greece. They are
having to live among one another in
very close proximity, and not all the
groups get along. Traditional enemies
and cultural misunderstandings can
lead to conflict and violence. Pray
that there would be a peace that
transcends all understanding.
WEDNESDAY | Pray for the Christian
partners on the ground in and outside
the Moria camp. The workers have
endured hard conditions with no
breaks. Pray for relief and support.
Pray that God would open doors
for Reach Beyond to do more and
that He would provide resources to
support this work.
THURSDAY | Pray for God’s blessing

over Reach Beyond’s Millside Centre
in Bradford, England. Refugees
who have made it to Bradford face
new hurdles, as they struggle with
bureaucracy, poverty, language and
cultural barriers. The Millside Centre
tries to be the hands and voice of
Jesus among the many refugees
coming to their community. Every
Tuesday, refugees and asylumseekers line up to meet with the
Red Cross at the Centre and get
assistance in their paperwork. Pray as
the Millside Centre staff lovingly serve
the refugee population who visit,
providing not only space for the Red
Cross outreach, but also counseling
services, English learning programs
and other forms of support.
FRIDAY | Pray for the Millside Centre
as they become aware of community
needs and issues that can have a
global impact. For example, immigrant
and refugee mothers expressed
concern about the potential for
their children to be indoctrinated
by extremist groups through social
media platforms. The Millside Centre
offered classes for mothers to educate
them about technology, social media

and how to facilitate conversations
with their children about their online
interactions. Pray for the MIllside
Center as they look to host more
classes for parents.
SATURDAY | Pray for the launch of
German Conversation Project (GCP),
which is a spin-off of our successful
English Conversation Project.
Partners in Germany are serving
refugees in their country and see
GCP as a great tool to not only meet
the language needs of the refugees,
but also an effective means of having
spiritual conversations.
SUNDAY | Pray for the Church
in Europe as they seek to follow
the teachings of Jesus and serve
refugees in their neighborhoods
despite political or societal pressures.
Pray that the Church will continue to
stand for the rights and dignity of the
strangers and help them find stability
through jobs, friendships and support.
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WEEK 5:

HIS BLESSING
BY: KELLY TULLBERG

Have you ever read through the Old Testament and asked
why God favored the Israelites? After the Tower of Babel,
when God scattered the nations, He could have chosen
any of them to bless, but he chose Abraham to be the
Father of His nation. He promised Abraham, “I will make
of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your
name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless
those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed.” Genesis 12:2-3 (ESV).
God didn’t bless Abraham because of anything Abraham
did. He didn’t bless him because he was more worthy
than anyone else, or more loved. And He didn’t bless
Abraham instead of blessing others. God blessed
Abraham so that he would be a blessing to others. It was
a covenant relationship that was passed down to his
descendants. God would bless them, but it would require
them to then bless the nations and proclaim the goodness
of God. It wasn’t a gift for them to selfishly hold on to, but
a gift that was meant to be shared. Why? So that God
would be glorified and worshipped by all people.
In Romans, Paul reminds us that we, too, share in this
covenant, as spiritual children of Abraham. God blesses
us so that we will bless others. And not just our family
and friends, but “all the families of the earth.” We cannot
accept the blessing of God without also accepting the
obligation to bless others. We cannot accept the gift of
salvation without also accepting the obligation to go and
make disciples of others.
Blessing refugees requires taking a step outside of our
comfort zone. It requires seeing people, not for the way
they have been portrayed in media or as the stereotype
of their country or religion. It requires seeing
people the way God sees them: as made in His
image and loved. Helping refugees might mean
sacrificing something we want so that we can

give something they need. Visiting a refugee camp might
cost us comfort, as we are overwhelmed with sights,
sounds and smells that challenge us both physically and
emotionally. Working with refugees at home might cost
us time and patience as we learn to communicate with a
person from another culture and language.
Remember when Jesus promised us a life of comfort,
safety and ease if we followed Him? Yeah, I don’t
remember that, either. I’m pretty sure He said something
about the trials of this world. But He did promise to be
with us. He promised us the saving grace of salvation, a
hope and a future. Let’s not forget how undeserving we
were of that gift, and how desperate this world is for that
same hope.
When we are blessed, we have two choices. We can hold
tight to our blessing, living selfishly in fear of what might
happen if we open our hand, living in judgment of others,
deciding for ourselves who does and does not deserve
to share in the blessing, pretending that our blessing was
never a gift, but rather something we earned. We can
forget that everything we have belongs to Him, anyway.
Or, we can freely give away the love and hope that God
gave us.
It’s a risk. We could get hurt. We could be rejected. Jesus
was. But, guess what? In His goodness, He will refill what
we pour out. It’s a never-ending supply of love and grace
and hope, so long as we stay connected to the source.
How has God blessed you? How is He asking you to be a
blessing to others?

“I will bless you and make
great, so that
you will be a
”

your name

blessing.

- GENESIS 12:2B (ESV)
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OF REFUGEES ARE HOSTED BY
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

PRAY FOR REFUGEES IN THE MIDDLE EAST
The Middle East continues to be one of the most volatile and challenging areas for refugees. According
to UNHCR, an estimated 40% of the world’s 70.8 million displaced population are either in or from the
Middle East, even though the region totals 5% of the world’s population. The ongoing conflict in Syria
has displaced more than 5.6 million refugees, hosted mainly in Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey.
Another half a million have fled situations in Iraq and Yemen. Nearly half the refugees are children.
The refugee situation has overwhelmed neighboring Lebanon, where 1 in 6 people are refugees. Both
Reach Beyond Canada and Reach Beyond USA have been active throughout the region, serving refugees
through medical needs, food distribution and media ministries. It is historically difficult ground for
missions, but an area that needs hope.
MONDAY | Pray for peace in the
Middle East. Pray for the families who
have fled Afghanistan, not wanting to
choose a side between rival Talibans
to take up arms. Pray for an end to
the conflict and that families would
be reunited and able to safely return
home. Pray that the refugees would
meet Christian workers and truly see
Christ in their words and actions.
TUESDAY | Pray for Syrian Christians
to stay in the region so it does not
lose its historic Christian population
as what has happened in Iraq.
Pray for Syrian Christian leaders
as they receive training on how to
help provide healing and hope for
people in their communities that have
experienced trauma.
WEDNESDAY | Pray for refugees
struggling with Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD). Pray for
counselors and/or family members
who can recognize the symptoms of
PTSD and provide diagnosis. Pray
for understanding of PTSD, both for
the individual affected, as well as their

family members. Pray for appropriate
treatment and care as well as
strategies for coping with PTSD.
THURSDAY | Pray for refugees
living in neighboring countries who,
desperate for income, agree to work
in conditions that are dangerous
and demeaning for low pay. They
cannot complain because they are
not authorized to work in that country.
Pray that they get legal status as
refugees and the legal authorization to
work in whatever country where they
are resettled.
FRIDAY | Pray for “child friendly
spaces” for families who have fled
their homes when ISIS captured their
city. Pray for education for kids about
basic health and sanitation skills, life
skills and school skills. Pray for this
young generation whose whole life
and schooling has been interrupted
and futures for education and
employment are scarred or lost. Pray
for emotional and spiritual healing and
access to creativity and resources
to restore hope for their future.

Pray for protection from the threats
of radicalization, and that families
would be equipped with wisdom and
knowledge.
SATURDAY | Pray for disciple-making
movements to be launched among
refugees in the Middle East. Because
refugees have had to give up their
whole way of doing life and may be
disillusioned or questioning their
previous beliefs, some are open
to new ways of thinking. Pray for
Christians to take this opportunity to
share with others about Christ and
the Biblical perspective on suffering,
eternity and hope.
SUNDAY | Pray for expanded
opportunities for Reach Beyond to
serve in this region. Pray that we
would be able to come alongside
partners to be the hands and voice of
Jesus to a hurting people.
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WEEK 6:

HIS HOSPITALITY
BY: LINDSEY QUINLISK

Anticipation and uncertainty simmered inside me as I
sautéed the beef and vegetable stir fry. With pepperoni
pizza and supreme pizza bubbling in the oven, rice
warming in the rice cooker, vegetables chopped for the
salad, crackers and cheese laid out on the table, the odd
conglomerate of a meal was ready to receive my guests.
The more options, the better, right?
My guests arrived thirty minutes late, enough time for the
stir fry to cool and my uncertainty to boil. Yet, when I saw
Aisha’s and Sameer’s smiles as they walked into my home
giving me big hugs as though we had known each other for
years, the uncertainty evaporated. We sat at the table and
chatted, my tiny Colorado Springs apartment thousands of
miles from their hometown in the Middle East which they
had fled. Our conversation was full, yet their plates sat
empty.
“Would you like pizza? Stir fry? Salad? Crackers and
cheese?” The only thing they accepted was the rice. No
matter how many times I offered or even pleaded, they
simply ate plain rice.
As I cleaned up that evening after they left, I fretted. Am I
a bad cook? But they didn’t even taste my food! Did they
eat before coming even though I had explicitly invited them
to dinner? Did I offend them in some way? Is there some
cultural thing I completely missed? With the anxiety and
self-consciousness baking inside of me, I felt like giving up
on welcoming these refugees. I clearly have no idea what I
am doing! I am terrible at hospitality!
This was five years ago, and I have since come to learn
that as practicing Muslims, Aisha and Sameer do not eat
pork. Because I had a couple of dishes containing pork,
they were reluctant to eat any food that would violate their
religious beliefs. Thankfully, I did not let this mistake stop
me from hosting in the future.
There’s a thousand reasons that the media, our
communities, and our internal voice give for not accepting
refugees. On a societal level, it could be that they are

dangerous, they will be a drain on our economy or take
our jobs. On a personal level, it could be we are afraid; we
feel inadequate, ill-equipped or too busy. Yet Jesus lives
and teaches the command to love our neighbors which He
elaborated to include the foreigners among us (Luke 10:
25 - 37). The command to “welcome the stranger” is the
most often repeated command in the Hebrew scriptures,
second only to worship only the One God, according
to theologian Orlando Espin. It is not a choice – it is a
command. To walk with God means to also walk with the
foreigners among us.
The beautiful thing is Jesus doesn’t ask us to do
something that He hasn’t already done Himself. He
Himself welcomed us while we were a far off (Ephesians
2:13 - 14) and He welcomes each of us to His table.
Each time we partake of the bread and wine at the Lord’s
Supper, we not only remember His death and sacrifice
that brought us into His family, but we also look ahead
to the day that we will be united with Jesus and He will
drink the cup again. At that table will be people from every
tongue, tribe, and nation, some of whom who may be the
foreigner in our very own neighborhood! If Jesus’s table is
big enough to include people represented from different
nationalities and people groups, why not ours? What an
incredible opportunity to invite refugees to the table at our
home as a foreshadowing of what is coming!
I am so glad that I did not give into my own fear and
insecurities five years ago and give up on welcoming Aisha
and Sameer. While I no longer serve pork to Muslims,
I still rest in the grace that serving with a warm heart is
more important than serving the right food. Aisha and
Sameer and I have continued to eat many meals together
and share life together. My prayer is that one day soon
Aisha and Sameer will hear the stranger in their midst,
Jesus, inviting each of them into His kingdom and in turn,
welcome Him into their lives.

hospitality
angels

“Do not forget to show
to strangers,
for by so doing some people have shown
hospitality to
without knowing it.”
- LEVITICUS 19:34B (ESV)
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PRAY FOR REFUGEES IN NORTH AMERICA
We send missionaries oversees to proclaim and demonstrate the Gospel among the least reached,
but a surprising number of these unreached people groups are actually now in the United States and
Canada. God is bringing the nations to our doorstep, and it is a whole lot easier to share the Gospel
with them here then to share it in their home country. As borders close to missionary activity and visas
become harder to come by, God has opened an opportunity for us to “go and make disciples of all
nations” closer to home.
Refugees who come to North America are not illegal immigrants. For example, in the U.S., refugees
are only placed after going through several layers of the asylum process: interviews with eight U.S.
agencies, background checks and medical scans. It is an intense, overwhelming process, that can take
years and is just the tip of the iceberg for a new family adapting to life in North America.
Most refugees left their war-torn country because they wanted peace. Many are well-educated and
have the ability to contribute to society. In fact, refugees are more likely to start small businesses than
the average American. While there are differences in language, culture and religion, most refugees
are just like you and me. They love their families and are looking for safety, stability and hope.
MONDAY | Pray that North America
would receive refugee families with
generosity and love. Pray that God
would help us see refugee families
as He sees them: made in His own
image and worthy of love. Pray that
God would break any chains of fear
and prejudice that hold us back from
fully embracing refugee populations.
TUESDAY | Pray for new refugee
families as they arrive in North
America. Pray that they wouldn’t
be overwhelmed by the differences
in language and culture. Pray that
they wouldn’t become discouraged
or lose hope as they struggle with
expectations and bureaucracy.
WEDNESDAY | Pray for the Church’s
response to refugees in our own
communities. Pray that we would
demonstrate the love of Christ among
a people who may not have a positive
view of Christians. Pray that churches
would provide services such as
English classes, legal counsel and
home buyer assistance, all of which

significantly help refugees become
contributing citizens. Pray that God
would open doors for sharing the gift
of salvation and that lives would be
changed.
THURSDAY | Pray for those going
through the asylum application
process. It can be a long,
overwhelming process. Pray for
grace and patience, both for the
refugee family and for the government
workers. Pray for refugees to have
continued support with navigating the
legal process.
FRIDAY | Pray that the people whom
refugees meet in the first few months
include devoted followers of Jesus
who can be examples of what it
means to be Christian. Many refugees
expect the people in North America
to be Christians and are turned off
to the faith when they encounter
North Americans who are engaged
in behaviors or lifestyles that are
destructive or unloving.

SATURDAY | Pray for opportunities
for refugees who are believers to
participate in ministry projects for
their own people group. Pray for the
refugees who are currently creating
radio programs and apps in their heart
language that can be transmitted
back to their home countries. Pray for
additional partnerships and ideas to
come alongside new believers who
want to reach their own.
SUNDAY | Pray for North American
individuals and families to intentionally
welcome the refugees into their
homes and churches and to provide
a sense of community, especially
for the refugees who come from
communal cultures. Pray for the
North American to be both a learner
of the refugees’ home culture and
background as well as a gracious
teacher of North American culture
and Kingdom culture.
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WEEK 7:

HIS COMPASSION
BY: STEVE HARLING

The weathered old man from Homs thrust the little girl
into my friend’s arms. “Take her,” he vigorously pleaded.
“Mother and father no more.” He pointed to the ugly
blisters on her arms and legs. “Chemical! Chemical,” he
angrily shouted. We had no idea if he was telling the truth.
It was his words against those of the Butcher of Bagdad.
Brian and I had spent several days in the Bek’ka Valley
assessing the needs of the Syrian refugees. This was
the first time we’d seen wounds like this. I asked the old
man to tell us the name of the little girl. He didn’t know.
Neither did the handful of kids playing on a nearby rubbish
pile. The child looked to be about four or five years old.
Her little pink dress was filthy and torn. Her hair was red
with dirt, or maybe malnutrition. She had no shoes. As we
talked, she stared blankly into the distance. I wondered
what those precious little eyes had witnessed in the last
few days. I could only imagine.
Of course, we couldn’t keep the child. We’d get into all
kinds of trouble if we’d even tried. As the old man vainly
protested, Brian apologized profusely and reluctantly
pushed her back into the arms of the old man. My friend
was literally shaking with grief and anger. I could see a
trail of tears rolling down his cheeks. Brian had been a
nationally recognized football coach. At the peak of his
career, he’d quit coaching to start a ministry that “goes in
when Doctors Without Borders comes out.” He’d been to
some of the world’s worst conflict zones. Brian had seen
things that no man should ever have to see. Tough as he
was, Brian was breaking down.

There was little more that we could do. We gave the
old man some water bottles, a few Lira, and a handful of
antibiotics. As we walked away from that hovel of tents
on a dump heap, neither of us could say a word. We
just wept.
To this day, I wonder if that little girl is still alive. I wonder
if anyone has given her a name? I wonder if anyone has
taken her in? Maybe she’s with Brian.
As soon as we returned from our trip to the Syrian border,
Brian was diagnosed with a rare form of cancer. With
every beat of his heart, cancer cells were being pumped
throughout his body. He put up an incredibly valiant fight.
Our last visit together was bitter sweet. Brian was one of
the closest friends I’ve ever known. He inspired me to be
like Jesus. When I preached at his funeral, I shared the
story of our experience in the refugee camp.
I shared how Brian wept over the plight of that little girl.
I shared how Brian reminded me of the compassion of
Jesus. Jesus wept. He wept at injustice. He wept at the
sufferings of the innocent. He wept for the children. I
imagine that Jesus was weeping with us as we handed
that little girl back to the old man.

“Jesus wept.”
- JOHN 11:35 (NIV)
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PRAY FOR YOUR RESPONSE
Isaiah 58:6-7 (ESV) describes God’s desire for His people, “to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the
straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke.” He described His expectation
of His people, “to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house.”
Praying for refugees is a start, but how else is God asking you to respond? How is He stirring your heart?
Let’s finish out the week, headed into Pentecost Sunday, in prayer for what changes we can make. Maybe
it is learning about the plight of refugees in your own community and finding ways to serve. Maybe it is
learning more about an unreached people group who has been forcible displaced and finding ways to
support ministry to that area. Maybe it is praying about going and serving oversees. However you are
being stirred, pray for discernment, opportunity and obedience.
MONDAY | Pray for God to give
you an understanding and love of
refugees. Pray for God to reveal to
you lies, fears, and insecurities you
are believing about refugees that are
preventing you from ministering to
them. Pray that God will help
you to see refugees the way that
Jesus does.
TUESDAY | Pray for God to show
you where you may be connected
to refugees, whether it be a
neighborhood in your city or through
your network of friends, family and
church community. Even if you do not
have refugees in your geographical
neighborhood, it is highly likely you
are connected to someone who
knows about avenues for helping
refugees.
WEDNESDAY | Pray for God to reveal
the tangible action step He would
have you take this week – whether
it be through making a phone call,
visiting a church or ministry leader,
meditating on scriptures about God’s
heart for refugees, or just walking and

introducing yourself to that person
who seems out of place at the grocery
store. Pray that you would be open
to His leading and follow through with
obedience in what He is asking you
to do.
THURSDAY | Pray for opportunities
to share what God is teaching you
about refugees with someone from
your community. Ask God if there may
be something He is asking your small
group, church or broader community
to engage in together to meet the
needs of refugees.
FRIDAY | Pray for wisdom about how
to help in ways that provide for felt
needs of refugees while affirming their
dignity and does not create unhealthy
dependency. Ask God to show
you where your skills, giftings and
passions may intersect with the needs
of organizations supporting refugees

and if that is where God is desiring
you to invest your time and energy.
SATURDAY | Pray for the refugee
groups living in your community.
Pray that they would feel welcomed
and accepted. Pray for your
neighborhoods, for wisdom for your
leaders, and for resources for church
and nonprofit organizations serving
refugee populations near you.
SUNDAY | Pray for ways you can help
Reach Beyond help refugees, whether
it is through prayer, financial support
or getting involved in a short-term trip.
Ask God to reveal to you opportunities
to serve.

3.5
million

ASYLUM SEEKERS
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“Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them

Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…
in the name of the

- MATTHEW 28:19

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE REFUGEE CRISIS OR THE
CHURCH’S RESPONSE, WE RECOMMEND:
Seeking Refuge: On the Shores of the Global Refugee Crisis, by Stephen Bauman,
Matthew Soerens and Dr. Issam Smeir
Strangers Next Door: Immigration, Migration and Mission, by J.D. Payne
The United Nations Refugee Agency: www.unhcr.org
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Colorado Springs, CO 80907
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